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The Arkansas State Parks Director Grady Spann 
announces retirement after 28-year-long career 

APRA HARBOR, GUAM (Oct. 02, 2021) Engineman 2nd Class Kenneth Pratcher, from 
Memphis, Tenn., swabs the mission bay aboard the Independence-variant littoral combat 
ship USS Jackson (LCS 6). Jackson, part of Destroyer Squadron Seven, is on a rotational 
deployment, is operating in the U.S. 7th fleet area of operations to enhance interoperability 
with partners and serve as a ready-response force in support of free and open Indo-Pacific 
region. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Andrew Langholf/re-
leased)

Memphian Engineman 2nd Class Kenneth 
Pratcher does duty on the USS Jackson

From  
The Outdoor Wire.com 

  
LITTLE ROCK, Ark. – Grady 
Spann, who started his career 
with Arkansas State Parks in 
1993 as superintendent of Park in 
Archeological State Park and 
rose to director of the Division of 
Arkansas State Parks in 2016, 

Grady Spann is shown here in one of the many parks he has overseen as a director in his 
28-year of service. (Photo/courtesy: Arkansas State Park.)

State Parks, Spann served in the 
U.S. Army for nine years as a 
military tactical intelligence and 
counterintelligence officer. He 
was stationed at Fort Huachuca, 
Arizona; Fort Polk, Louisiana; 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; and in 
Washington D.C. He has been 
awarded the Meritorious Service 
Medal, Army Commendation 
Medal, Army Achievement 
Medal, National Defense Rib-
bon, Army Service Ribbon, 
Overseas Service Ribbon, and 
the Pacifist Medal from the Bra-
zilian Army. 
 Arkansas State Parks is a divi-
sion of the Arkansas Department 
of Parks, Heritage, and Tourism. 
Arkansas state parks and mu-
seums cover 54,400 acres of for-
est, wetlands, fish and wildlife 
habitat, outdoor recreation facil-
ities, and unique historic and cul-
tural resources. The system 
includes 1,100 buildings (includ-
ing 183 historic structures), six 
National Historic Landmarks, a 
National Natural Landmark, 16 
sites on the National Register of 
Historic Places, and War Memo-
rial Stadium.The state parks have 
1,800 campsites, 1,050 picnic 
sites, 208 cabins, five lodges, and 
415 miles of trails. 

“Grady has been a true 
leader of the parks and a very 
valuable member of my 
team,” said Stacy Hurst, sec-
retary of the Arkansas De-
partment of Parks, Heritage, 
and Tourism. “He has moved 
up through the ranks in our 
parks system and is highly re-
spected by his peers in the 
country’s systems of state 
parks. We will miss him but 
wish him all the best in this 
new chapter of his life.” 
has announced his retirement, ef-
fective at the end of this year. 
 “Grady has been a true leader of 
the parks and a very valuable 
member of my team,” said Stacy 
Hurst, secretary of the Arkansas 
Department of Parks, Heritage, 
and Tourism. “He has moved up 
through the ranks in our parks 
system and is highly respected by 
his peers in the country’s systems 
of state parks. We will miss him 
but wish him all the best in this 
new chapter of his life.” 
 “My decision to retire was made 
knowing that we have a strong 
and talented team in place that 
will move Arkansas State Parks 
forward. A new director will have 
an opportunity to take the na-
tion’s best park system to a new 

level of efficiency and service,” 
said Spann. “I believe the great-
est accomplishment over the past 
six years has been just simply 
serving people and making them 
feel welcome in parks. Every 
park employee has played a vital 
role in this." 
 "I have a passion for 'honoring 
tradition while seeking innova-
tion' within state parks. This has 
been my focus for the last six 
years," Spann added. "I think it 
is important to honor the deep 
roots and history of state parks 
while continually seeking inno-
vation and asking staff to be for-
ward-thinking and relevant for 
today’s guests and generations to 
come." 
 Spann joined Arkansas State 

Parks in 1993 as the superinten-
dent of Parkin Archeological 
State Park. In 2002, after nine 
years at Parkin, he transferred to 
Historic Washington State Park 
to serve as the superintendent. In 
2005 he transferred to the Ozark 
Folk Center State Park where he 
served as the Park Superintendent 
until 2012. After seven years at 
the Ozark Folk Center, Spann 
was promoted to serve as the Re-
gion 5 Supervisor, a newly 
created region that oversees all 
lodge parks. In 2016, he was pro-
moted to director of Arkansas 
State Parks. Spann also served as 
a park ranger after graduating 
from the Arkansas Law Enforce-
ment Training Academy in 1995. 
He is the past president of the Na-

tional Association of State Park 
Directors (NASPD), past pres-
ident of the Association of 
Southeast State Park Directors, 
and formerly the Chairman of the 
Board of Regents for NASPD 
State Park Leadership School. 
 Prior to working for Arkansas 

 MEMPHIS, TN. – Following 
another spectacular weekend 
that saw the No. 21 Tigers re-
main undefeated in American 
Athletic Conference play, Mem-
phis players Tanya Boychuk and 
Haylee Spray have been named 
as the offensive and defensive 
players of the week, respec-
tively, as announced by the con-
ference office on Monday. 
 Boychuk, who picked up her 
fifth and sixth goals of the sea-
son this weekend against Tulsa 
and Cincinnati, also scored both 
game-winning goals for the 
Tigers. Her team-leading six 
goals currently ranks her fourth 
in the conference in total goals 
and second in the AAC with her 
three game-winning goals for 
the season. 
  This is Boychuk’s first player 
of the week honor this season 
and the third for her career. 

Boychuk and Spray named to 
AA Conference weekly honors  

  Spray, who has been a solid 
force for Memphis’ midfield and 
backline, helped the team to their 
seventh shutout of the season 
with a 2-0 win over Tulsa while 
also holding Cincinnati’s offense 
to just two shots on-goal and five 
total shots for the entire match. 
Spray is part of a defense that 
ranks as one of the strongest in 
the country that has held their 
opponents to just 25 shots on-
goal and only 22 corner kicks 
through 12 matches. 
  This is Spray’s first player of 
the week honor for this season 
and the second for her career. 
  No. 21 Memphis (10-1-1, 4-0-0 
AAC) will be back in action on 
Sunday, October 17 against 
South Florida. Kick-off is sched-
uled for 1 p.m. at the Track & 
Soccer Complex. 
  For more onn Memphis Tigers Soc-
cer, visit www.GoTigersGo.com 

Blackburn writes letter to gymnasts 
on investigation... from sports page 3
testimonies submitted by the wit-
nesses in the Senate Committee 
on the Judiciary hearing on Sep-
tember 15, 2021? 
2.What have you learned from 
the witnesses’ tragic experiences 
with USOPC, FBI, and others? 
3. How can audits of NGBs, the 
USOPC, and Paralympic Sport 
Organizations (PSOs) ensure ac-
countability? 
4. Do you believe you are fulfill-
ing your mandate effectively?  If 
not, why?  

5. What additional resources do 
you need to ensure that predators 
are held accountable and chil-
dren are protected from abuse? 
  We appreciate your attention to 
this important matter. It is para-
mount for the U.S. Center for 
SafeSport to ensure young ath-
letes that those who harm them, 
or try to inflict pain, are held ac-
countable at the highest levels. 
Additionally, we request briefing 
on this request within 30-days of 
receipt of this letter.  


